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1 PE T. II. 21. 


—— Leaving us an example, ar ye 


ſhould follow his ſteps. 


HEN the angels beheld the dark 
and diſordered ſtate of created 
nature upon its firſt production, 

they were, doubtleſs, thrown in- 

to ſome perplexity to conceive how -it ſhould 
ever be made a means of manifeſting forth the 
glory of the Creator. But when they ſaw the 
light ſpring up, at the divine command, from 
that blackneſs of darkneſs, and fix it's reſidence 

in it's tabernacle the ſun, illuminating and a- 
dorning the firmament of heaven with it's glo- 
rious ſhew, and the earth with it's beautiful 

furniture, all formed out of rudeneſs and con- 
fuſion, then they confeſſed that the difficulty of 

the work ſerved only to diſplay the ſkill of the 
workmafter, which is proportionably eſtimated 
by the unpromiſing nature of the materials. 


« as 


4 The Chriſtian King. 

In like manner, whoever views the chaos 
to which the infinite wiſdom of a preſiding 
providence ſometimes permits the moral world 
to be reduced by the prevailing power of the 
prince of darkneſs, and the agency of his in- 
{truments, will ſcarce be able, at firſt, to | 
diſcern any traces of the divine counſels in a 
mirror ſo ſullied and clouded over by the enor- 
mities of finful men. Yet let him wait with 
_ patience for a little ſeaſon, and thoſe clouds 

ſhall paſs away; a light ſhall ſhine, and ſome 
great end preſent itſelf to fight, ſo worthy of 
God, ſo beneficial to man, that ſtanding ama- 
zed at a power able to bring the greateſt god 
out of the greateſt evil, he will be forced to 
cry out concerning the economy of the ſpiri- | 


tual ſyſtem, as David did concerning the op- 
rations of the natural — O Lord, how man- 


eld are thy works / / To W wiſdom haſt thou nod 
them all. 4 
What a gloomy and comfortleſs ſcene t | 9 
the eye of fleſh was exhibited in Judea, when 
the pure and innocent Jeſus, forſaken by l] 
his diſciples, was delivered up into the hand“ 
of wicked men, to end a life of righteouſnc Þ | j 
and mercy by a death of pain and ſhame 1 
Certainly that was the hour of the ungach, 3 


a Pf, civ, 24. 


by 
0 *H 
** 


23-8 


The Chriſtian King. 6 


F and the power of darkneſs. But in that very 


hour was God glorified, and the world re- 
deemed. And while the Egyptians look upon 
a cloud which they cannot ſee thro', 1/rae/ 
beholds in the ſame column a bright and 
ſhining light, directing and conducting them 


to the land of promiſe. 


And as nothing that was ever tranſacted 


upon the theatre of this world brought fo 
much glory to God on high as the paſſion of 


the Meſſiab, ſo next to that, becauſe the near- 
eſt reſemblance of it, precious and moſt ho- 


nourable in his fight is the death of his ſaints, 


St. John heard a voice from heaven, enjoining 
him to write, and declare to the world, that 


bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord. 


More bleſſed, ſurely, are they that die not 


only in him, but for Bim, and lay down their 
lives in a good and a righteous cauſe. And 
tho' in the eyes of men the church might ap- 
pear more amiable when, exulting in the 
favour of Conſtantine, ſhe wore the white 
garments of joy and feſtivity, and carried the 
palm of victory and triumph in her hand, 
yet we know that ſhe was never dearer to 
God, becauſe never more conformed to the 
"mage of = Son, than juſt before that period 


a Rev. XIV. 13. 
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6 The Chriſtian King. 


of time, when, perſecuted by the fury of : f 
Dioclgfian, ſhe was ſeen arrayed in the ſcarlet 


Jeſus. Proſperity in this world, beſides that 
it 1s an argument which will conclude for and 
againſt every cauſe and party in their turns, 
can never be the badge of his diſciples, who 
came into the world in a ſtable, among the 
beaſts that periſh, and went out of it upon a 
croſs, numbered with malefactors: And who- 
ever makes this the criterion of the divine 
favour, muſt condemn the generation of God's 
children, from righteous Abel to the bleſſed 
martyr of this day; upon whoſe unparalleled 
murder tho' we cannot reflect but with horror 
and aſtoniſhment, yet moſt gratefully are we 
ever bound to commemorate the glories of 
God's grace, which he made the villany f 
the moſt abandoned miſcreants an occaſion of 
calling forth and diſplaying to mankind in 
the perſon of his anointed, enabled thereby 
ſo ſtedfaſtly to look unto and ſo cloſely to co- 1 
py after his Maſter and Saviour, who /ef# hin Þ 1 | 
an example, that he ſhould follow his fleps = | 
And he followed them unto the end. 3 
But as exceptions have been taken at di- 
courſes on this day's occaſion, as well as at. 
ſome parts of the church ſervice v_ E | 

; | | of Fx 
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for it, on account of their inſtituting what 
5 have been called 7mprious compariſons between 
our Lord and the royal martyr, it will not be 
© amiſs, before we proceed, to obviate that ob- 
EZ jection. Some conſiderations therefore ſhall 
be laid before you, to evince that our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt is ſet forth to us in 
the holy ſcriptures as an example which we 
are to follow ; and conſequently, that every 
EZ Chriſtian, ſo far as he does follow that ex- 


ample, and lives and dies in the ſpirit of his 


* maſter, is ſo far conformed, or made like unto 


him; by which it will appear, that as the 


g | royal martyr did eminently follow this exam- 


ple of Chriſt, and fo was eminently conform- 
ed and made like unto him, there can be no 
impiety in comparing him with his bleſſed 
maſter. | | 

Our Lord then, let it be obſerved, was, as 


our church well expreſſes it in one of her col- 


lects, both a ſacrifice for fin, and alſo an 


* enſample of godly life.. By his ſacrifice he 
procured us grace to follow his example, 
which otherwiſe had been propoſed to us in 
vain ; by his example he-ſhewed us how to 
make a right uſe of that grace, which unleſs 


we do, it is given in vain. So that if he who 


a Collect for the ſecond Sunday after Eaſter. 
| regards 
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8 The Chriſtian King. 


regards him as an example, and not as a Re- 


deemer, will be loſt becauſe he cannot follow 
him ; he who takes him for a Redeemer, and 


not for an example, will be loſt becauſe he 


does not follow him ; ſince Redemption was 
in order to holineſs; and altho' it be moſt 
certain that without Chriſt no man can attain 
unto holineſs, yet is it no leſs certain, that 
without holmeſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord 
He only is fully and effectually redeemed, and 
has evidence to aſſure him of it, who bears 
ſtamped on his ſoul the image and ſuperſcrip- 


tion of his Saviour. Conſidered indeed as the 


Redeemer of the world, Chriſt ſtands ſingle 
and unapproachable as the ſun in the heavens, 


He trod the wine-preſs alone, and of the peopl: 


there were none with bim; for no man can by 
any means redeem his brother, nor give unt! 
God a ranſom for himb. When therefore he 
bids us learn of him, the leſſon propoſed is not 


to cleanſe the lepers, or to raiſe the dead; to 


create, or to redeem ; but to be like him in 


all his holy and heavenly tempers and diſpoſi- 


tions —— Learn of me, for I am meeh, and 
lowly of heart e. So far then are we from be- 
ing guilty of any impiety, when we point out 
a ſimilitude between Chriſt and his faithful 


a Iſal. LXIII. 3. b PL. XLIX. 7. c Matt. x1. 29. 
ſervants 
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The Chriftian Xing. 9 


ſervants, that perhaps we could not give 2 
more juſt and adequate definition of the reli- 


gion we profels, than if we were to ſay, it 
conſiſts in the imi tation of him as man, the firſt 


born among many brethren, whom we adore, as 


| God, the Saviour of the world. 


Nor indeed can any one fail to ſee that the 
life of Chriſt was deſigned as a pattern for his 
followers, who conſiders how admirably it is 
calculated for that purpoſe. We meet not 
here with legendary tales of romantic auſteri- 
ties, extaſies, and abſtractions, tending only 
to amaze and embarraſs the conſciences of 
men with unprofitable and unneceſſary fcruples; 
but we behold a life which, tho' holy and 
without ſpot or blemiſh from beginning to 
end, was conducted after the manner of men, 
and fo as to be imitable by them; being paſſ- 


cd in the midſt of civil ſociety, and in the 
exerciſe of all thoſe lovely graces by which. 


that is preſerved and improved, ſweetned and 
ſanctified. The glories of the life of Jeſus 


( ſays one who ſtudied it thoroughly) were 


* ſo great, that the moſt early and conſtant 
*« induſtry muſt confeſs it's own imperfection; 


*and yet was it ſo ſweet and humane, that 


the greateſt infirmity, if pious, ſhall find 


* comfart and encouragement, Thus God 


* gave 
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10 The Chriſtian King. 
gave his children manna from heaven; and 
« tho' it was excellent like the food of angels, 
*« yet it conformed to every palate, according 
to that appetite produced by their ſeveral 
« conſtitutions *.” And ſhould we not find it 
the beſt compendium of morality, the moſt 
perfect and unerring rule whereby to direct 
ourſelves in all caſes, if we would only aſk 
our. own hearts, before we enter upon an ac- 
tion, how the bleſſed Jeſus would behave in 
our circumſtances? A conſcience but mo- 
derately informed from the Goſpel would ſel- 
dom; perhaps, ' give a wrong determination. 
But the truth is, we are afraid of the an- 
wer. and therefore dare not aſk the queſtion. 
' Such then being 'the life of Chriſt, what 
er that all men ſhould be fo frequently 
called to an imitation of it, as we find they 
are in the Holy Scriptures? The Apoſtle, 
Rom: v111. 21. aſſerts, that our conformity to 
Chriſt was the great end and deſign of the 
divine counſels concerning us. Whom he did 
foreknow them he did predeftinate to be conform: 
ed to the image of his Son. Accordingly, the 
initiatory ſacrament of baptiſm, as our church 
from the Scriptures informs us, * doth re- 


- "> 2.08 to the imitation of the life of Chriſt, in Biſhop 
2 555 s Great E 3 Sect. 8. : 
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The Chriſtian King. 11 


« preſent unto us our profeſſion, which is to 
« follow the example of our Saviour Chriſt, and 
« be made lite unto' bim. And therefore we 
| are continually reminded and exhotted to held 
faſt, to live conformably to this our profeſ- 
fion. He that faith he abideth in bim, oight 
” Limſelf alſo. ſo to walk even ar be walked *. 
Thus only can we be delivered from all Wi 
© neſs of heart, and brought t6: a knowlege, of 
the truth. For — He that followeth- ne, ſaith 
be, /ball not walk in darkneſs, but ſhall have 
the lipht of life b. St. Paul propounds his own 


| a copy of Chriſt's -— Be: ye: followers of me, 
even as 1 am of Chrift e. To ſuch only is 


UT uri whew, tht; find 
= man ſhall fit upon the throne of hit glory, 9e 
BZ al ſhall fit on twelve thrones, judgirig tht 


EE twelve tribes of Ifuel. * And laſtly, the cha- 
BZ rater given of the 1/-ae/ of God by the, well 


beloved Fehn is Theſe are they which fel. 
be the Lamb whitherfoever be goeth.* e 

£ | And if we conſider what the path was 
in which the Lamb of God went before us, 
© | wo ſhall He, in what: rn we: are more * 
4 -% 1 Joka', 5 b John 1 vin. 12; | ite KI. I. 
1 Mitt. xix, 28, - e Rev. t1v. * 7 
| B pecially 


— TS r — g - 2 — - — 
P S —_— — — =o 


which he endured. For even hereunto ' wer: 


daily, and folluu me. And the A; poſtle ſpe 


bourers in this light, with a depth and enen 


12 The Cbriſtian King. 
pecially commanded to follow him, viz. in 
ſuffering with meekneſs and reſignation; which 
indeed is the particular alluded to in the text. 
The Apoſtle is enforcing the duty of bearing 
chaſtiſement patiently when we do well, and 
ſuffer for it, from a conſideration of it's be- 
ing the nature of our profeſſion, which he 
proves from the ſufferings of it's great author 
and the example he afforded us in the things 


ye called, becauſe Chriſt alſo fuffered for us 
leaving us an example, that ye ſhould follow hi 
Hey s. The Chriſtian profeſſion therefore be- 
ing a ſtate of ſuffering in this life, and th 


patience of Chriſt under all his ſufferings d 
ſigned as a pattern to us under all ours, it f 


lows, that every Chriſtian who ſuffers patient 
on this principle is conformed or made like uu 
Chriſt in this reſpect, as our Lord ſays all lj 
diſciples muſt be — Fhoſeever will be my d 
ciple, let bim deny bimſe] If, and take up his iff 


of the ſufferings of himſelf and his fellow } 


of expreſſion altogether inimitable — Aro 
(fays he) bearing about in the body the dying 4 
the Lord Jeſus, that the life alſo f Te fs 1 5 3 


* Luke: IX. 23. 
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tyr's duty, and his enemies took care he ſhould 
F not want an opportunity of practiſing it, it was, 
I fay, our martyr's duty, to be LI Ek E his Lord 
and maſter: and they who object to the truth 


the Cbriſtian character, which is all a copying 
© after the perfect original of Chriſt, from the 
+ © © mortification of the old man corrupt according 
to the deceitful luſts and paſſions, which an- 
e. ſwers to his ſufferings and crucifixion, to the 
entire renewal of the whole man in ri ghteouſ- 
1 5 Ws and true holineſs, after his bleſſed image, 

which anſwers to his reſurrection. TY 


uſ ; 4 But why ſhould it be thought a thing in- 


* mould bear a reſemblance to Chriſt ſince his 
Z 1 oming in the fleſh, when we all know that 
he characters of ſome of the kings of  1/#ael 
| : 7 Pore ſo near a reſemblance, that they had the 
Ponour to prefigure him before his coming. 


ame words the ſufferings of David, and thoſe 
1 the Sor of David; the glory 1 . 


3 2 Cor. iv. 10. 


„„ and 


The Chriſtian King. 13 
le made manifeſt in our body. Fur we which live 
are always delivered unto death for Jeſus ſake, 
that the life alſo of Feſus might be made manifeſt 


in bur mortal fleſh.* It was therefore our mar- 


dof, 


C 4 of this are ignorant of their own duty, and of 


= 
* 


— =" ; - — * 2 ” _ 2 
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Frble. that the character of a Chriſtian king 


1 In the Pſalms are deſcribed to us by the very 
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14 The Chriſtian King. 
and that of rhe prince of peace. If therefore 
many paſſages, allowed. to be prophetically 
deſcriptive of the Mefiah, were at firſt ſpoken 
of a temporal prince, where can be the im- 
propriety of applying them to another temporal 
prince in the fame or like cireumſtances with 
him of whom they were originally uttered ! 
This confideration, it is humbly : preſumed, 
fully juſtifies the ufe which is made of ſome 
texts of this fort in the hymn appointed to 
be uſed upon this day inſtead of the venite 
exultemus : ſince, however ftrongly charac- 
teriſtical they are of our Lord, yet are they 
not ſo abſolutely appropriated to him, but 
that they were once true, in the letter, of 2 
king of [/rael;. and therefore may with inno- 
cence and propriety be transferred from hin 
to a king of England, who, had he too been 
a king of J/ac/ in old time, had been a 
eminent and diſtinguiſhed a fore-runner 0 

Chriſt, as he was a follower of him. : 
Nor let us wonder when we find the lives, 
and actions, and ſufferings of all the. faints 
from the beginning to the end of the world 

bearing ſach an analogy to thoſe of Chriſt, and 
of each other. | For it cannot poſſibly, in the 
nature of things, be otherwiſe; ſeeing. they 
all walk by the ſame way. to the fame ” 
F170 A 
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patiently; ; that many kings, as 


= 2 vicw of the bleſſed martyr, as a follower of 


The Chriftion King, I; 
and it is one and the ſelf ſame Spirit that lives 
and rules in their hearts, forming and faſhion- 
ing them to one and the ſame model of devo- 
tion and piety, temperance and chaſtity, hu- 
mility and meekneſs, patience and reſignation, 
faith and charity, righteouſneſs and holineſs. 


And there is an analogy alſo, for the ſame 


cauſe, between the lives and actions of the 


children of diſobedience in all ages and nations, 


as the ſame ſpirit worketh in them all, and 
the ſame part is acted, be the actor's name 
Cain, Korah, or Cramwell. 

All theſe things therefore duly weighed, 
viz. that Chriſt was not only a. ſacrifice for 


lin, but alſo an enfample of godly life; that 
his life was in the moſt admirable manner 


calculated for the imitation of all mankind ; 
that all are continually called to an imitation 
of it, particularly in the article of ſuffering 
well as prieſts 
and prophets, of eld had the honour to pre- 
figure it, and eonſequently, that kings in af- 
ter ages may copy it; and laſtly, that all holy 
perſons muſt of neceſſity be like heir maſter 
and each other, for the ſame reaſon that the 
children of difobedience are ſo; we may now 
Proceed, it is hoped, without offence, to take 


his 
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his Lord, or in other words, as a true diſciple 
of the holy Jeſus; as living the lite and dying 
the death of a CHRISTIAN KING. 

And indeed, when we behold that opaſtel- 
lation of graces both active and paſſive which 
ſhone forth in the character of this excellent 
prince, we ſhould be at a loſs where to begin, 
but that he himſelf has left us a direction, in 
that advice to his ſon, drawn from his own 
practice — With Gop I would have you 
e begin, and end.“ In all things, at all times, 

and all ſeaſons his rule was, to ſeek firſt the 
kingdom of God, and his righteouſneſs. Religion 
had taken poſſeſſion of his heart, and im- 
pregnated with it's benign and ſalutary influ- 
ences all the ſtreams that proceeded from that 
fountain of life. Piety, too generally baniſhed 
from among the attendants upon princes, as 
fit only for the cell and the cloyſter, - was 
| ſhewn to be not incompatible with the plea- 
fures of a court, and the cares of a crown; 
but ſeemed then to be in it's proper province, 
when employed in. moderating the former by 
it's wholeſome diſcipline, and alleviating the 
latter by it's celeſtial comforts. Certain it is, 
that neither the one nor the other could hin- 
der the king from #neeling upon his knees, like 


a Eikon. Sect. 27. | 
1 
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the greatly beloved Daniel in the court of Ba- 


bylon, at the appointed ſeaſons, and praying 
and giving thanks before his God; nor could 


any meſſage, however afflictive and alarming, 


engage his attention for a ſingle moment, till 


that bleſſed work was finiſhed. His ſoul, like 
the royal bird, born upwards on the ſtrong 
and well poiſed pinions of a devotion as manly 
as it was ardent, and having the eyes of her 


faith fixed on the glories of the ſun of right- 


eouſneſs, left the world and all things in it 
behind her, till her return. What a noble 
fight is Chriſtianity ſeated upon a throne 1 
From ſuch an eminence; how does the fair 
light of a good example diffuſe itſelf far and 
wide thro' all the regions of the ſurrounding 
darkneſs, to warm the frozen ſons of i igno- 
rance and indevotion ! And how will ſuch an 
example of a prince incumbered with the 
concerns of a whole kingdom, and yet find- 
ing time for a conſtant attendance on all his 
religious exerciſes, and ſuffering nothing to 
interrupt him in them, how will it in the day 
of judgment condemn a careleſs ungodly ſort 


of people, Who neglect. the ſervice of God 


when they have any thing elſe to do, and — 


When they have nothing elſe to do. 


à Dan. vi. 10. 


He 
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He who is accuſtomed to the ſpiritual de- 
lights of prayer, the joys of thankſgiving, and 
the felicities of a good conſcience, ſoon comes, 
in the ſame degree as he reliſhes them, to 
loath the finful pleaſures of ſenfuality. We 
are the leſs ſurprized therefore, after behold- 
ing the unfeigned piety of this prince, to find 
Him living amidſt all the temptations of ſenſe 
heightened and fet off to the utmoſt, with 
the ſtrict temperance of an aſcetic, and hold- 
ing forth to all ages and generations a rare 
example of purity and conjugal fidelity; his 
very thoughts being ſo entirely brought into 
ſubjection to the ruling principle within him, 
that they were not ſuffered to wander beyond 
the divinely appointed limits, to ſtrange and 
forbidden objects. And with regard to the 
iraſcible paſſions, his ſoul partook of the na- 
ture of thoſe ſuperior regions whither the 6 
often reſorted, where the ſtorms and: tempeſt 
that diſturb the peace of this lower world ar 
riot known, and no Joe is ne ou at 
of univerſal love. *} 
I we trace this love in it's emanations t0 | ; 
all about him, what muſt we think of that 
-meeting of the king and his royal offspring 5 
after ſome years abſence, the ſight of which 


a Princeſs Flizaberh's relation ſubjoined to the Ein. 
= moved 


The Chriftian ing. 5 
moved the heart of Cromwell himſelf to com- 
paſſionate and applaud the unfortunate mo- 


narch, whoſe blood he thirſted after, and with 
which he was ſhortly to ſatiate himfelf. Ini 


what abundance the ſame benignity ſtreamed 


forth towards his faithful ſervants we may 


I judge by this remarkable circumſtance, that 


when fone of them appeared in his preſence 
with the ufual tokens of fortow for their re- 
lations lately flain in his ſervice, he paid 
« his friends (ſays one of the hiſtorians) a 
« tribute which none of his own unparalleled 


3 « misfortunes ever extorted from him _ he 
= «diflolved into a flood of tears. And when 
= we conſider what fort of enemies he had, and 
pet how mild and gracious he fhewed himſelf 
© in all his dealings with them, which they 
A took cate to tepay as fach men always do, we 
= cannot but be much ſurprized to ſee, in 01te of 
the lateft diſcourſes publiſhed upon this oc 
© fon, the epithet of unforgiving > applied t6 
dim, and find ouffelves in à manner irrefiſtibly 


compelled to fuppoſe it an etror of the preſs. 
For, ſarely, tion of Nis fabjeAs, hows 


2 ever diſtafe frotn his petſ6n, were out of the 


4 Rune p. 47. b The Lord Biſhop of  Gloucefter? $ 
2 preached before the Right Honourable the Houſe of 


C ſphere 


©} Lords, Jan. 30, 1760. P. 52. 
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ſphere of his 8 He loved them all: 
his care for their bodies was exceeded only 
by his concern for their ſouls; and eſteeming 
the church of England their beſt and ſafeſt 
guide thro' all the difficulties. and dangers of 
this world to the glories of the next, he there. 
fore loved her- with an exceeding . great and 
tender love. But hear his own words —— 
4 God's glory and the church's good I think 
* myſelf ſo much the more bound in conſci- 
te ence to attend with the moſt judicious zeal 
&« and care, by how much I eſteem the church 
e above the ſtate, the glory of Chriſt above 
mine own, and the ſalvation of men's ſouls 
Above the preſervation of their bodies and 
« eſtates” . This moſt Chriſtian king regarded 
the church as the ſpouſe of Chriſt, for whom 
he diſdained not to ſhed his moſt precious 
blood, and the church of England as that 
portion of this church of which himſelf was 
appointed the guardian and protector. It was 
not thro' church bigotry. or pious prejudice that 
he was firmly attached to her conſtitution, 
but from a full and thorough conviction of 
it's rectitude and conformity to the apoſtolical 
model, as keeping the middle way (I uſe 
« his own words) between the pomp of ſu- 


a Eikon. Sect. 13. 
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ec perſtitious tyranny, and the meanneſs of fan- 
« taſtic anarchy.” a The former of theſe deck- 
ed in gorgeous array had ſpread forth all her 
charms to allure him when abroad in the 
early days of youth; the latter endeavoured 
to diſpute and terrify him into a compliance, 
while he was a priſoner in his own kingdom: 

But both attempts were alike fruitleſs and 
impotent. He returned from Spam, confirm- 
ed in his good opinion of the Engliſß church, 
by having viewed the corruptions of the Ro- 
man; (an effect which is not always ſeen in 
thoſe who go to view them;) and vanquiſhed 


© the mighty champion of preſoytery in the day 


of his affliction, and in the land of his cap- 


tivity; as the ſtill extant papers relating that 
= conteſt abundantly teſtify. Not to mention, 
that in the treaty of Newport, during the 
= tranſactions of two months, in which religion 
W bore fo large a ſhare, he alone, now grown 
gray, more in ſorrows than years, * ſuſtained 
= © the argument againſt fifteen men of the 


* greateſt parts and capacities of both houſes, 
*and no adyantage was ever obtained over 


EZ © him,” but all ſtood amazed, we are told 
by one of his lateſt hiſtorians, at. * his quick 
conception, cultivated underſtanding, chaſte 


2 Eikon, Sect. 27. 
C 2 cc elocu- 


22 The Chriſtian King. 
« elocution, and dignified manner,” * How 
greatly is it to be lamented, that a prince thus 
qualified to adarn the church by his life, and 
defend her by his writings, ſhould find him- 

ſelf diſabled by his own ſubjects from teſtify- 

ing his love in any other way than by dying 
Rr her! If any thing could be fancied to 
exceed this their enormity, it muſt be a ſup- 

_ poſition (were ſuch a ſuppoſition poſſible) that 
this noble attachment to the church ſhould 

be ſueered at by a churchman of that high 
order for whoſe preſervation he reſiſted even 
unto blood. 

With regard to the tranſactions of ſtate, 2 
preacher muſt not commence 4jforian, of 
politician. Suffice it therefore to recommend 
to your candid and impartial conſideration 
the following matters of fact; that Englan 
never was a more happy and flouriſhing king 
dom, than in he former part of this mo- Wi 
narch's reign ; b that one of the moſt furious 
of the republican party ſaid after his death, Wi 
that — < If they deſired a king, the laſt wa WW 
as proper as any gentleman in England; 
that he was libelled before he was crowned; 


a Hume, P. 451. 
b Clarendon, Carte, Hume, and the hiftories in general. 


c Hume. P. 471, d Carte. P. 135. 


hat 
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that the firſt parliament he called refuſed him 
the ſupplies requiſite for the carrying on 2 
war entered into by his father at their im- 
portunate follicitation, and thereby diſtreſſed 
him to the utmoſt ; that the antient laws of 
the kingdom, as well as the precedents of his 


predeceſſors, ſet the prerogative of the crown 


much higher than we are now taught to 


conceive of it, and ſeemed to warrant him in 


the meaſures he was neceſſitated to take for 
the procuring a ſupply ; that it is by no 


= means fair to form a judgment of practices 
n one age by principles which happen to pre- 
= vail in another; that the king, however, quit- 


ted all his claims which had been charged 
with illegality, and paſſed more acts of grace 


3 than ever were paſſed in one reign, not only 
W repairing the breaches he was ſuppoſed to 
I N have made i in the conſtitution, but erecting 


new ramparts for it's future ſecurity ; that 


his adverſaries made no other uſe of his con- 
= ceſſions but to riſe in their demands, till at 


Y length, the proper ſeaſon far it being arrived, 
they ſpoke out, and refuſed to be content 
with any thing leſs than the abolition of epiſ- 
copacy, and to have the power of the militia 
& veſted in their hands; that they feized his 
a2 Carte, P. 140, Hume, P. 144. b Hume, paſſim. 
| majeſty's 
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majeſty's forts and garriſons, his fleet and ar- 
my; that the king's total unpreparedneſs for 
war ſhewed how little he intended it; a that he 
ſent to the two houſes, at different times, before 
as well as after his impriſonment, forty meſſages 
for peace, and in order to the obtaining it 
made more conceſſions than he could juſtify, 
and ſuch as he afterwards bewailed with the 
ſorrows of a moſt ſincere and bitter repent- 
ance; and laſtly, that, to prove himſelf to 
have been by no means the author of that de- 
ſolating war, he appealed, upon the ſcaffold, 
to the reſpective dates of his own and the 
parliamentary commiſſions for levying troops. 
Whoever ſhall reflect upon all theſe particu- 
lars, will find himſelf obliged to draw from 
thence two concluſions ; firſt, that the king 
was perfectly innocent of the war, and all it's 
diſmal conſequences : ſecondly, that. the lead- 
ers of the faction had formed a plan, which 
they were determined not to reſt till they had 
carried into execution, for the total over- 
throw of the conſtitution in church and ſtate, 
and the introduction of a preſpyterian republic 


a e Sect. 19. | 

b Printed in the Religuiæ Carali n. 
c. See his prayer and confeſſion ſubjoined to the E:for. 
d See his laſt ſpeech as given by the hiſtorians. 
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in it's room; for the effecting which they 


were always upon the watch, ready to make 
their advantage with the people prepared for 


their purpoſe by ſeditious pamphlets and en- 


thuſiaſtic ſermons, of every haſty and precipi- 
tate meaſure into which they could trepan or 
force their ſovereign. Such appears plainly 
and undeniably to have been the ſcheme: pro- 
jected and invariably purſued by the heads of 
that party which -was formed by what has 
been lately called a coalition of PATRIOTS. 
and PURITANS, but what may, perhaps, be 
more properly ſtyled a combination of RE= 
BELS and SCHISMATICS, or rather, of RE- 
BELLIOUS SCHISMATICS, both principles be- 


ing duly mixed and thoroughly incorporated 
into the conſtitutions of the parliamentary 
leaders. And if” (fays a very acute and ſa- 
gacious writer, and one who is far from being 
a friend to monarchical principles, upon an 


ample ſurvey of the tranſactions of thoſe 


times, and the circumſtances the king was in,) 


if his political prudence was inſufficient to 
E *extricate him from ſo perilous a ſituation, 
he may be excuſed ; ſince, even after the 
event, when it is commonly eaſy to correct. 


"all errors, one is at a loſs to determine what 
| a dee Hume, P. 146. 


6 con 
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7 conduct, in his circumſtances, could have 
maintained the authority of the crown, and 
e preſerved the peace of the nation. Expoſed to 
« the affaults of furious, implacable, and bigot- 
« ed factions, it was never permitted him, with- 
< out the moſt fatal conſequences, to commit 
& the ſmalleſt miſtake; a condition too rigorous 
«to be impoſed on the greateſt human capa- 
Cr city.” * In a word then we may conclude, 
that had' this prince lived in better times, 
and reigned over a people uninfected with We 
the inſinuating, inflating, and ſouring leaven We 
of fanaticiſm, he had been the delight of 
mankind, and his kingdom the Ty of the 
whole earth. 
But ſo had God ordained, that he was to be 
eminent in another way, and to be made per- 
Fett thro ſufferings, like his bleffed maſter, of We 
whoſe paſfion and behaviour under it he cer- 
tainly held forth the moſt lively portraitore 
that ever was drawn in the fainter colours of 
mere humanity. Therefore it pleaſed the ”; 
mighty to caft this choice and moft preciou 
piece of royal gold into the burning fiery fir 3] 
nace of adverſity, where he is . ekefaly 4 Z 
towed to have ſhone to the laſt with unrivalkd BN 
and undiminiſhed luſtre. The ſame divine 


a Hume, P. 469. 


* 


per- 
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perſon, who came down to the three children 
in the Babylonian furnace, evidenced his pre- 
ſence with this his faithful ſeryant in all his 
afflictions, by that uniform equanimity, that 
abſolute reſignation, that invincible patience, 
that winning meekneſs of love, by which be 
is ſaid to have gained as many hearts, as he 
converſed with perſons. Men thought they 

3 could never ſufficiently admire the unaffected 
caſe and chearfulneſs with which he deſcend- 


| 5 ed from his regal dignities, and Mr ws 


all the various ſcenes of his piteable calami- 
ties, the heavieſt of which ſeem never to have 
excited any emotion in his mind, but that of 
= compaſſion for his infatuated perſecutors. It 
was obſerved particularly by his curious and 
== prying attendants, that the letter which 
brought him the firſt news of his being ſold 
by the Scorch to his implacable enemies in 
Y England, produced not the leaſt alteration in 
his countenance ; * being only ſorry (as 
* « himſelf expreſſes it) that they ſhould do it, 
aand that his price ſhould be ſo much above 
BZ © his Savjour's.” b Confined to the frightful 
F ſolitude of a priſon, from which, ſo great was 
E his ſenſe of honour. and probity, that he would 
not eſcape when it was in his power, becauſp 
E! way had given his word to the parliament, al- 
IS Hume, P, 422. b Eilon. Sect. 23. 

D though 
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though he knew certain death was the conſe- 
-quence, confined, I ſay, to the frightful foli- 
tude of a priſon, and cut off from all in- 


tercourſe with earth, being denied the at- 
tendance of his very chaplains to miniſter to 


him in his ſpiritual neceſſities, he kept the 


communication with heaven ſtill open, and 
from thence received ſupplies the more abun- 
dant for his excluſion from the ordinary 
means of grace. Here he experienced the 
benefit of having been converſant in the Scrip- 
tures in the days of vigour and proſperity, 
'when he walked in the garden of God, and 
from the divine precepts and promiſes, ' which 
are the flowers of that garden, extracted thoſe 
leſſons of eternal wiſdom, - which proved his 
ſupport and conſolation when the dark and 
ſtormy winter of adverſity ſet in upon him; 
and which will ever continue to afford bot! 
inſtruction and comfort to the afflicted (ou! 
that ſhall make her abode in his inimitable 
meditations — a book inferior only to the fi- 
cred writings, and which it were much to be 
wiſhed were the companion of every ſon and 
daughter of the church of England. A wrt 
ter, who cannot be ſuſpected of any partialit 
on the fide of the king's religion, yet ſpeak- 
ing of his amiable'deportment during his im- 


priſonment, bears this teſtimony to it's pow* 
F ? 4 q | in 
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in him — The great ſource, whence the 


„ king derived conſolation amidſt all his cala- 
. © < mities, was undoubtedly religion;” let us be 
5 permitted to add, it was the Chriſtian reli- 


gion, as profeſſed in the Church of England; 
« a principle, which, in him, ſeems to have 
contained nothing fierce nor gloomy, nothing 
which enraged him againſt his adverſaries, 
* or terrified him with the diſmal proſpect of 
© © futurity. While every thing around him 
. © * bore a hoſtile aſpe& ; while friends, family, 
 <« relations, whom he paſſionately loved, were 
placed at a diſtance, and impotent to ſerve 
him; he repoſed himſelf with confidence in 
the arms of that Being, who penetrates and 
* ſuſtains all nature,” let us add, who like- 
wiſe in Jeſus Chriſt redeemed the world, 
„and whoſe ſeverities, if received with piety 
and reſignation, he regarded as the ſureſt 
pledge of unexhauſted favour.” * _ 
Thus prepared, he had nothing to do, but 
to wait with patience and obey with joy the 
divine ſummons to quit the wilderneſs, and 
baſs over Jordan into that good land, to thoſe 
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ous inſolence of his pretended judges, the bar- 


bardus and brutal inſults, the revilings and the 


ſpittings of the mercileſs ſoldiers, his foul 
(as the aforementioned writer beautifully 
* expreſles it,) without effort, or affectation, 
«4 ſeemed only to remain in the ſituation fami- 
* liar to it, and to look down with contempt 


on all the efforts of human malice and ini- 


equity. On the fatal morning — fatal, alas, 
to England, not to him, he aroſe with ſpright- 


lineſs and alacrity from that ſweet ſleep which 


a good cauſe and a good conſcience can pro- 
cure in the moſt perilous ſeaſons, and which 
the noiſe of workmen employed in framing 
the ſcaffold for his execution, tho reſounding 
continually in his ears, had never been able 
either to prevent, or diſturb. b Exulting as 
ſtrong man, ſtrong in faith, to run his ap- 
pointed race, he defired to be. dreſſed and 
adorned with more than uſual care, as it had 
been his bridal day, which indeed, in one 
ſenſe, it was, when his ſoul was to be called 
to che marriage ſupper of the Lamb, and to 9 
forth, as one of the wiſe virgins, to meet tie 
Bridegroom. Having ttimmed his lamp there- 
fore with the proper preparatory devotions of 
that church which was ever fo dear unto him, 
his mild ſpirit terminated it's earthly courſe 
a Eune. P. 454. b Hume, P. 466. ; 
% — with 
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with an act of the higheſt charity to his ene-= 


mies, and taking the wings of the pure and 
peaceful Dove, flew away to that bleſſed place, 


I where, and where only, as he found by expe- 


rience, the wicked ceaſe from n and 
the weary are at reſt. 1 


Thus lived and thus 55d an THE 


E FIRST, KING, AND MARTYR. And though 


for your ſakes:I could with the taſk of draws 
ing a portrait from ſuch an original had been 
in other hands, for my own I cannot but 
greatly rejoice at being called upon to bear a 
teſtimony, poor as it 1s, to a character. which, 
however traduced by baſe and wotthlels men, 
(and none but ſuch can traduce it,) does and 
for ever will do as much honour to the church; 
as the uſage this prince met with reflects diſs 
honour on the people of Eagiand. 
And now, what remains, but that while we 


deteſt, and uſe our utmoſt endeavours ta era 


dicate out of the minds of men thoſe diaboli- 
cal principles of reſſtance to government in 
church and flate; which brought his ſacred 
head to the block, we teſtify our regard for 
his precious memory by an [imitation of his 
godlike virtues; ſetting before us, and copy- 

ing, as well as we can, his unfeigned piety, 
his ſtrict temperance, his ſpotleſs purity, his 

indulgent affection towards his relations, his 


tender 
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tender love for his friends, his compaſſionate 


- forgiveneſs of his enemies, his inviolable at- 
tachment to the church of God. And in the 


day of affliction, when it ſhall pleaſe our hea- 
venly Father to lay on any of us that croſs 


which every Chriſtian muſt bear at ſome time 


or other of his life, let us remember, if 


« our little misfortune troubles us, that the 


< beſt of kings and the beſt of men was pub- 
« lickly murdered by his own ſubjects ;” a and 
let us follow him in the ſteps in which he fol- 


lowed Chriſt; that ſo, having lived the life 


of this righteous perſon, our laſt end may be 


chearfully endured our appointed portion of 


ſorrow in this miſerable world, and ſent forth 
our lateſt breath in expreſſions of faith and 


charity, we may be numbered, as he is, with 


the children of. Goa, and our oy: * among the 
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